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unassuming. Also H. D. Lowry, evidently " a man of moods ",
concerning whom the other two told funny stories of his foibles
and cranks in the matter of food and health. All three, im-
mensely attractive Bohemians of the higher kind.
Tuesday, June 1.6th.
Never since first I came to London has the West End been so
crowded with sightseers, so congested by the business of pleasure:
lines of women, gay and perspiring in the hot sun, recklessly
ruffling their light thin frocks in scrambles for seats on the tops
of buses; straw-hatted and waistcoatiess men continually dis-
cussing the prices of seats to view the procession,1 and the
fortunes made and lost thereby; the thoroughfares packed with
vehicles six and eight deep, and the drivers in their grey felt
hats as imperturbable as ever, save for a stronger tendency to
quarrel cynically among themselves for right of way. On all
sides the sound of hammers on wood, and the sight of aproned
carpenters working with the leisurely content of men earning
eighteenpence an hour. In all the gutters poles springing up,
decorated with muslins and streamers and gilt apexes, and here
and there patches, daily growing bigger, of red and blue draperies
covering the yellow wood of jubilee stands. Everything, taken
separately, ugly and crude, yet in combination, by sheer im-
mensity and bold crudity, certain in the end to produce a great
spectacular effect.
Imagine, for instance, the view of that part of Fleet Street
which includes St. Clement Dane's Church, upon whose walls,
right to the summit, axe hung pendant stands for hundreds of
people, the highest seemingly half-way to heaven*
No one has talked of anything but Jubilee till this morning,
when the suicide of Barney Barnato brought about a diversion
which a bad railway accident, a treacherous mutiny in India,
and an earthquake in Calcutta, had all failed to accomplish.*
This afternoon I had closed my office windows and drawn the
blinds in order to review books in quiet and cool, when some
one came in to say that a man who was fixing an electric wire
* On the occasion of Queen Victoria's Diamond Jubilee.
2 The South African milling magnate threw himself overboard on the
return voyage from Cape Town; an esecursion train left the rails at
Oswestry on June n, causing u deaths; 22 officers and men had been
killed in a Wasiri rising; the Calcutta earthquake had caused over
**5oo deaths*
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